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Buying A Livestock Guardian Dog 
Adapted with permission from an article by Catherine De La Cruz and the former Livestock Guardian Dog Library by Randolph 
(Randy) Carpadus and the Center for Livestock Guardian Dog Education.  

Most people, once they have decided to buy an expensive tool, tractor, or a new 

piece of equipment for the ranch/farm, carefully evaluate the brands available, the 
kind of work they expect it to do, and the cost-benefit ratio. Then they look for a 

dealer who knows their product, who has a good reputation, and who services what 

they sell. 

Yet those same people, upon deciding to buy a Livestock 
Guardian Dog to protect their investment in their sheep 

or goats, often simply go to Craigslist, or the Auction 
yard and buy the first/cheapest pup available. When 

they then run into the inevitable problems, they often 
find that "after-sale service" is not forthcoming. About 
the time they decide to "get rid" of the dog because it 

does not work, someone tells them, "Too bad you got that 
breed" or "Too bad you didn't buy from an established, 

reputable breeder." How does a first-time buyer decide 
which breed to buy and, more importantly, who to buy it 

from? 

There are a number of Livestock Guardian Dog (LGD) 

breeds available in this country; if you are new to LGDs 
a good place to start your research is with (believe it or 

not) the Livestock Guardian Dog page on Wikipedia; The 
page lists all the LGD breeds in the world and links to the breed pages, then from 
there you can read about the various breeds, then look at the references in those 

articles.  There are also a number of great books available on the various LGD 

breeds by authors like Janet (Jan) Dohner and Cat Urbigkit. 

FINDING A BREEDER 

Once you have researched the available breeds, talk to 

others who use Livestock Guardian Dogs before you make a 
commitment to buy and train a pup. Many people start with 
their local ag related or dog breed specific social media 

groups. Also, at most County and State Fairs, and sheep or 
goat exhibitions, you can find people who use Livestock 
Guardian Dogs; most are glad to talk about their dog. Same 

(Continued on page 4) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livestock_guardian_dog.
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Showmanship Question of the Month: 

 
 

How many points can be awarded for the exhibitor appearance in showmanship? 

Meeting Topic—What is a Rumen? 
Dairy goats are ruminants, like cows and giraffes. They have 4 parts in one stomach, each having 

a unique job in digestion. The rumen is the largest area and is used to break down plant material 

into energy. This simple rumen experiment uses one packet of yeast, 3 Tablespoons of sugar, a 20 
ounce bottle, warm water, and a balloon. It demonstrates the gases that build up during 

fermentation in the rumen. (We used a nitrate milking glove!) 

Rumen: The first compartment that uses fermentation to turn food into gas and fuel; Reticulum: 

The second compartment that mimics the rumen, but also moves smaller digested particles into 

the next compartment of the stomach; Omasum: This third compartment absorbs nutrients from 
food and water; Abomasum: Most like a real stomach, this compartment helps prepare for 

absorption of nutrients in the body. 

Experiment courtesy of 4-H and found here.  

https://4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/beef-cattle-nutrition/moodel/?utm_campaign=4HatHome&utm_source=newsandnotes&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20210914&utm_term=&utm_variation=&_cldee=Y2FsbGllLmhlbmx5QGFnLnRhbXUuZWR1&recipientid=contact-c83d99a908ebe911910a001
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SCORECARD BREAKDOWN 

Evaluate the following junior does based on the ADGA and AGS scorecard and put in placement order from 1st to 

4th. Answers from Judge Ed Jodlowski on page 12. 

B A 

D C 
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goes with the folks on social media but 

you want to make sure of their 
experience and expertise first then ask 
about their breed; what do they like 

and dislike most about their dog? Ask 
if they were satisfied with the 
assistance and information they got 

from their breeder. If so, make 

particular note of that breeder.   

Your best source of assistance in the 

first few years should be your pup's 
breeder, so choose that breeder 

carefully. Don't select a pup from 
someone simply because they live 
nearby, or you saw a cute pup on 

social media. And don't rely on the 
bland claim "Farm- raised pups". Not 
all pups raised on a farm are working 

dogs. If a cat had kittens in the oven, 
that wouldn't make them muffins---

just because a dog is born in a rural 
setting that might include some kind 
of livestock, it isn't necessarily a 

"working" dog. 

Ask the seller questions about their 
operation and experience. How long 

have they been involved with LGDs? 
Do they offer a contract with working 
and health guarantees? Do they have 

the kind of livestock you plan to raise 
the pup with? Is the pup exposed to 

those livestock on a daily basis? Is 
either the sire or the dam of the pups 
guarding livestock? Are there older 

siblings of this pup that work? In what 
setting--fenced field or range? How 

would the seller describe the attitude 
of the sire and dam toward livestock? 
Toward people? Do they socialize their 

pups? 

Some other questions a prospective 

buyer should ask of a breeder are:  

• Is the breeder a member of a 

regional or national breed club with 
a code of ethics? Membership 

indicates that they avail themselves 
of the latest information about their 

breed.  

• Have they been in their chosen 

breed a minimum of five years? 
Since the national average for pure-

bred fanciers is only five years in 
dogs before they go on to something 
else, this figure may help you at 

least tip the odds in your favor.  

• How many litters have they had? 
How many do they raise a year? 

Unless you have the 
recommendation, and assurance of 
help from, a more experienced 

breeder, don't buy a pup from a 
breeder's first litter. They don't have 

the experience to help you out when 
you hit a problem. On the other 
hand, if a breeder says they raise 

more than three or four litters a 
year, suspect you might be dealing 

with a "commercial" breeder or 
"puppy-mill". To properly assist 
their buyers takes a commitment of 

time and effort; it can't be done if 
they are expected to deal with too 

many.  

• Have the pups been vetted, 

including started on their shots?  

• And again, does the pup come with 

a contract that includes heath and 
working guarantees, and will they 
support you after the sale? A great 

many LGD breed dogs end up in 
pounds or rescues due to not 

having support or guarantees from 
their breeder. Your new 
truck/tractor comes with a 

warranty, so should your LGD. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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HIP DYSPLASIA 

You want your working dog to be able to 
do its job for as long as possible so ask 
the breeder if the pup's sire and dam 

were x-rayed for hip dysplasia. Ask for 
their OFA or GDC numbers as proof. 
Careful breeders, those who care about 

the eventual health and soundness of 
their pups, do everything possible to 

insure that health and soundness. One 
of the primary requirements is sound 
parents. Hip dysplasia affects nearly 

40% of all dogs of the Livestock 
Guardian breeds, but many Clubs and 

breeder groups have made considerable 
progress in lowering the odds by careful 
selection of breeding stock for clear 

hips. As a minimum, the sire and dam 
should be determined to be free of hip 
dysplasia, and only an x-ray read by a 

Veterinary Radiologist or Orthopedist 
can determine that. The Orthopedic 

Foundation for Animals (OFA) uses 
three Board-certified Veterinary 
Radiologists to read every x-ray. If only 

sire and dam are x-rayed, your chance 
of getting a pup that will be dysplastic 

as an adult equals the breed's average 

for dysplasia.  

If, however, the grandparents are x-
rayed and found to be clear, your odds 

of a clear pup greatly increase. The odds 
get even better if siblings of the parents 

and grandparents, and ancestors 
further back in the pedigree, have also 
been x-rayed and found to be free of this 

crippling disease. This can help ensure 
that your working dog will be able to do 

their job for a long time. 

If the seller cannot provide you with 
OFA or GDC certificates for the parents, 

or a copy of a reading signed by a 

Veterinary Radiologist (not an ordinary 
veterinarian), look elsewhere. It is a 

heart-break to raise and train a pup, 
only to have it go lame at four or five 
years of age because of a disease that 

could have been prevented. Of course, 
to be certain your dog is also free of hip 
dysplasia, he should be x-rayed at the 

age of two and his plates submitted to 
OFA for a reading. Many good breeders 

require this in their sales contracts in 
an effort to continue their progeny-
testing program. If your contract 

includes this, it is to the benefit of your 
chosen breed that it be done. It also will 

let you know whether or not stiffness 
that develops in an old dog is due to the 
inevitable degeneration of dysplastic 

hips, or something treatable like an 

injury.  

 

HEADING OFF COMMON PROBLEMS 

Some of the problems that crop up 

during the pup's first two years can be 
minimized or even prevented with some 
advance knowledge. A good, ethical 

breeder with provide that advanced 
knowledge and support. A California 

wool grower commented about her dog, 
"This is the first time I have ever 
purchased anything that performed 

exactly as I was told it would. All the 
good things my breeder told me came 
true; all the problems she told me to 
expect did too, but because I was 

warned to expect them, none 
escalated into something serious." 

Her breeder helped her head off 
potential problems and have a long 

working relationship with her LGD. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 7) 



Volume 29   I ssue 11  Page 6  

Raising LGD Puppies 

By Sandy Hutchings, Dreaming Goats Farm, Canada Goat Society 

In a perfect world we would be able 

possible issues. Most of us in North 
America have to work off farm or have 

other farm duties to tend to and can't 
provide that much supervision and 
support to raise puppies like they are 

raised in their countries of origin.  

In a pack environment with older 
dogs the puppies can learn from, other 

puppies as playmates and a Shepherd 
who is out with the flock and dogs and 
who intervenes when necessary, who 

can supervise, reassure the pup and 

address rt.  

We don't always have adult dogs to 

help us in training a new puppy. To 
successfully raise a puppy we want to 
avoid "bad behaviour" as much as 

possible. It's natural for a puppy to play 
with littermates or other dogs. In lack of 

this puppies often try and play with the 

stock.  

This is something that should be 

prevented. A puppy that has learned to 
treat stock like a playmate will grow up 
to be a dog weighing 100+lbs and 

unintentionally injure stock trying to 

play.  

By preventing this, we set the puppy 

up for success. We don't give the pup 
the opportunity to show undesirable 
behaviour and fail at growing into a 

successful LGD.  

Supervision and reinforcing wanted 
behaviour while preventing unwanted 

behaviour is key in raising LGD's. But 
how do we do this in a real life 

situation?  

In their countries of origin a puppy 
grows up with its flock and other dogs. 

The temptation to play with livestock is 

much less if it can play with other dogs 
all day. It learns about what to bark at, 

what are real threats, how to behave 
appropriate with livestock by following 

the other dogs leads.  

We often can't provide a group of 

seasoned older dogs or the constant 
supervision of a Shepherd, so we focus 

on prevention. By separating the puppy 
through a fence or a panel from the 
flock, we can prevent undesirable 

behaviour like biting, chasing or playing 
while still having the puppy with the 

flock.  

Another important point to consider 
is the puppies confidence. A puppy 
freshly separated from mom and 

siblings is afraid in a new environment. 
This is absolutely normal. It enters an 

environment with strange sounds, 
smells, away from the safety of mom 

and siblings.  

We need to consider the huge impact 
this has on a puppy. Putting this puppy 
in with a flock of rambunctious goats 

isn't always a positive experience for the 
puppy. Many will cry, bark and be 

lonely and terrified. We want for the 
puppy to associate the flock with 
positive things. We want the puppy to be 

comfortable and feel safe. This is 
however something the new puppy will 

have to experience and grow into.  

In lack of older dogs providing this 
safety net we as owners have to provide 
that. We again set the pup up for 

success by providing back up, by 
preventing it to get hurt by bossy goats , 

(Continued on page 7) 
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we build the puppies 

confidence by creating 
positive experiences. Once 
the puppy knows it is safe 

and can trust its human, 
curiosity and instincts 
will replace initial fear 

and with maturity it will 
be confident enough to 

spend us and with its 
flock. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Some of these problems can be as simple 

as a pup that won't stay with the sheep, 
or as serious as the dog (usually a 12-20 
month-old) who bites a ewe to drive it 

away from her lamb. Questions from first-
time owners range from what to feed the 
pup to whether or not to breed the adult. 

The questions responsible breeders expect 
to answer include those on health, 

behavior, grooming and training as well. If 
a question arises that the breeder doesn't 
have an answer to, they should know 

where to find an answer. Buying a pup 
from someone with little experience is a 

good recipe for disaster as you 1) will have 
little to no idea on how the pup will likely 
turn out, and 2) will have to turn to 

strangers for advice, and no telling what 
you will end up with there!  

 

 

 

BOTTOM LINE 

 
Having an LGD is a 10+ year commitment 

and you want to make sure you not only 
get your money’s worth and don’t lose any 
stock, but that both you and the dog(s) 

have a long and healthy working 
partnership. Please do your homework 

before starting on the journey.  

Buying LGD (Continued from page 5) 

Jennifer Herrscher’s vet suggested a PVC rail system in the whelping box to prevent 
puppies from being smothered.  



Volume 29   I ssue 11  Page 8  

LGD—Personal Progesterone Analyser for AI Use 

 

By Jane Bailey, Andover Meadow Farm 

I have been breeding English style 

Labrador Retrievers for over 30 years. 
Almost all of the litters produced were 

via artificial insemination.  The canine 
world has embraced this practiced for a 
very long time with the popular method 

being 'fresh chilled' semen.  There are 
also frozen semen options for dogs, but 
like goats it is very expensive to ship the 

shipper.  With frozen semen, inter 
uterine implant is the preferred method 

to inseminate the bitch which is a 
surgery, so you can imagine quickly 
that this type of 

breeding easily 
runs in the 

thousands of 

dollars!  

The benefit of 
breeding via fresh 

chilled semen is 
you can breed to 

virtually any dog 
in the country, 
ordering and 

receiving your 
semen box the 

next day via FED 
EX Express 
shipping.  Many 

breeders who manage stud dogs know 
how to collect and prepare the semen 
with extender themselves , and the vial 

is then packed in Styrofoam container 
with ice packs (much like vaccines come 

in the mail) and shipped . It arrives the 
next day at your door, and warmed to 
body temperature is ready to use.  Dog 

are much easier to inseminate than 
goats in that, most use a vaginal 
insemination (semen placed into the 

vaginal canal via an insemination tube 

attached to a syringe) vs our caprine 
friends in which we are using 

transcervical - passing through the 
rings of the cervix with our insemination 

guns.    

The success of the entire process 

with dogs, truly revolves around the 
timing.  If you own your own female and 

male, you do not worry or think about 
this - as that male nose always seems to 
know when the bitch is ready.  Many old 

timers say "you breed 
on day 12 of the cycle - 

or day 1”' but this is 
just not true! While the 
average bitch has 

ovulated and ready to 
be bred by this time, 
many girls ovulate 

earlier then this, and 
some as much as a 

week later.   The 
semen, in its chilled 
extender state is good 

for approximately 5 
days. As the days tick 

by, the number of 
viable semen drops. 
Thus calling for your 

collection to be shipped so that you will 
be using it within 24-48 hours is 

ideal.  How do we know and do this?  

The canine cycle revolves around the 
hormone progesterone.  In the anestrus 
stage (quiet time of approximately 5 

months) a bitch's progesterone levels 
are very low - under 1.0 ng/ml.  When a 

bitch comes into heat her progesterone 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://www.facebook.com/Andover-Meadow-Farm-109443100956470
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levels slowly rise (at first) and then sky 

rocket off the chart.  We know that 
ovulation occurs when the bitch 
reaches a progesterone level of 5.0-6.0 

ng/ml.   We also know that the eggs 
she has ovulated are not mature at that 
time, and take about 48 hours to 

mature so that the walls of the egg cell 
can be penetrated by the semen.  Thus 

the goal is to breed her 2 days after she 
reaches 5.0 to 6.0.   The tricky part of 
this , is testing her blood progesterone 

levels on that day to know when she 
ovulates.  When the average bitch 

comes into season, if you were blood 
testing her every day, you would get 
very low numbers the first 8 or 9 days, 

then number such as 1.7,  1.9 begin to 
appear, telling you she is rising. It is 
very slow during this phase. In most 

bitches when the bitch hits the 4.0 - 
6.0 range (ovulation) , you can expect 

super high numbers the following days 
8.0, 10, 23 etc.....  the progesterone 
levels soar!   Those higher numbers 

don't really tell you anything other then 
she has already ovulated.  When doing 
a fresh chilled breeding , ideal is to 

catch that rise number so you know 
what day she ovulated so you can use 

the semen in that 48 hour post 
ovulation window.  Seeing that 
ovulation number also tells you when to 

call the stud dog owner to collect and 
ship the semen so that you have a 

super fresh collection ready on that 

day.   

Bitch owner accomplish this by 
doing what is commonly called a P4 

test. (Progesterone serum level).  Most 
small animal practitioners can probably 

get this done for you , as it involves 
only a small blood collection of 2ml , 

sending it to the laboratory and getting 
the results the next day.  There are now 

reproduction specialist practices 
around that can offer same day 

progesterone testing right in their 
office.  At $100-$ 150 per test, you can 
see how this can quickly add up to bill 

touching $1000 depending on how 
many test you have to do to catch that 
ovulation timing.  Ouch!  There is the 

added inconvenience, depending on 
how far you have to drive, to take your 

bitch in every other day or so for a week 

or 10 days.   

About 5 years ago - the first 'in 

house' laboratory equipment became 
available for breeders who had the 
ability to do a blood draw themselves to 

run their own test, accurately, in 
house.  Avg cost of these machines is 
about $3000.  While that may make 

you draw in a sharp breath - lets do the 
math.  There are some breeds that 

must be artificially inseminated. Lets 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

A pipette is used for AI. 
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use the French Bull dog as an 

example.  Puppies for that breed sell in 
the range of $5000- $10,000 each!  If 
that owner can do testing in house, 

catch the exact ovulation day, and call 
for semen that same day, they can hit 
the fertile window every time.  Going to 

the vets office can be as many as 10 
trips/test, a cost of 

$1000+ and the cost of 
taking off work and travel 
that 10 times to the vets 

office. Getting the results 
the next day can be 

stressful vs instantly, 
when you are 
approaching a weekend 

and shipping options 
become limited (no 
delivery on Sunday - cost 

more on Saturday). To 
this breeder, in house 

progesterone testing is 
invaluable.  In my case, 
up until about a year ago, 

the nearest repro vet who 
could get same day 
results was 2 hours away. 

That’s 4 hours of driving, 
plus appointment time 

for multiple days. Time 
is money too - or 
vacation time from work! 

The entire test procedure takes about 
30 minutes.  You take the blood draw, 

spin it down (or allow to set for and 
hour or so) to separate the blood from 
the clear serum, draw off a sample of 

the serum and mix it with the test 
buffer solution.  Drop the combined 

sample onto the test strip, and insert 

the strip into the analyser machine.  In 
seconds, you get a digital printout of the 

progesterone level in the dog.  

I have been doing my own in house 
progesterone testing for about 5 
years.  The upfront cost of the machine 

paid for itself .  With this technology, I 
can now look through the magazines/

websites etc and choose a stud dog 
anywhere in the country to 
breed top notch dogs in 

looks and health, and my 
success rate is in the 90 

percentile.   Most people I 
know in my canine show 
and performance dog world 

breed via A.I.   Having 
taken repro and A.I. 
courses in goats - and 

starting about 3 years ago, 
I can tell you that dogs are 

MUCH easier!   So if you 
want to improve your 
guardian/herding/

performance dog program, 
this is truly the way to 

go.  With modern day DNA 
screening of inheritable 
diseases, it is now the way 

to produce healthy happy 
puppies free of all the 
health issues out there 

that each breed carries.   

Using this form of breeding, I 
personally have bred out orthopedic 

issues that affect Labradors, haven't 
had a dog with allergies in 20 years, 

eliminated eye issues, and a note book 
full of large breed health 

issues.  Success!  

(Continued from page 9) 

Non-viable/dead semen due to shipping delays 
is one drawback of using cooled, fresh semen. 
Scheduling shipment to arrive early to mid-
week rather than weekend delivery will help 
avoid this expensive heartache. 
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Contagious Agalactiae in Dairy Goats 
Michelle Schack, DVM  

Mycoplasma is a microorganism that 

can have severe effects on a dairy herd, 
reaching far beyond mastitis. There are 

several varieties of mycoplasma that 
can affect does, including Mycoplasma 
agalactiae, Mycoplasma mycoides 

(subspecies capri), Mycoplasma 
capricolum (subspecies capricolum) and 

Mycoplasma putrefaciens.  

Contagious Agalactia is a syndrome 
that affects small ruminants, mainly 
caused by Mycoplasma species. There 

are sporadic cases in the United States, 

but it is not a common condition.  

 

Clinical Signs 

Typical clinical signs of mastitis will 

be present, including fever, heat and 
swelling in the udder, abnormal milk, 
and a decrease in milk production. 

Contagious Agalactia will be noted as 
an outbreak, but can have several 

different presentations. A herd may see 
an outbreak of mastitis, conjunctivitis, 
or arthritis. Occasionally these signs 

may be accompanied with respiratory 
disease or abortions. Chronic does will 

have one side of the udder shrink down 

with agalactia (lack of milk production). 

Sometimes the only signs are seen in 
kids. Mycoplasma is most contagious in 

the young and often causes a high 
death loss in kids. Signs of limping, 

respiratory disease, and conjunctivitis 

(pinkeye type lesions) will be evident. 

 

Diagnosis 

Diagnosis depends on laboratory 

testing, so contact your local 

veterinarian to assist if you are seeing 

this issue in your herd. These 
mycoplasma species can remain in the 

herd even after the animals stop 
showing symptoms. Antibiotics can help 
animals recover symptomatically, but 

affected animals may become carriers of 
the disease. The disease will reoccur 
after any stressful period if subclinical 

carriers remain in the herd. 

 

Prevention 

The key to preventing mastitis is 
hygiene. This starts in the pen the doe 

is living in. Make sure the pen is clean 
and dry at all times. Have fresh food 

available after milking to encourage her 
to stand for at least 20 minutes to allow 
the teat ends to close. Proper milking 

procedures will reduce the spread of 
infection if there is mycoplasma present 
on your farm. This includes doe 

preparation, sanitization of milking 
equipment, sanitization of the hands of 

the person milking, and proper settings 
for your milking machines. The teat 
ends are the first line of defense for the 

doe, so focus on keeping them healthy 
and strong. Does with repeated cases of 

mastitis confirmed to Mycoplasma 
mycoides should be culled from the 
herd to reduce the spread to other 

lactating does. 

If you are having an issue with 

mastitis, lameness, conjunctivitis, 

abortions, or a high death loss in your 

herd, reach out to your local 

veterinarian! 



Editor: 
Karen Goodchild 

OK Doe K Dairy Goats 
 

Please let us know if you have a 
comment or  article idea! 

We’re on the web 

www.ANDDA.org 

SCORECARD 

I am placing this class C, D, A, B. 

One is placing over two for an advantage in dairy strength.  One has a longer, leaner 
neck - she is sharper in her withers and shows greater angulation in the rear legs.  In 
general appearance, in her back she is longer in her rump from hooks to pins - in front 
end assembly she shows a great extension to the brisket.  She will yield to two in a more 

appropriate set to the rear leg.  

Two over three for an advantage in general appearance - in the front end assembly she 
blends more smoothly from the neck into the shoulders.  She is less prominent at the 
point of shoulder.  In back, she is more nearly level in the rump.  She is also more nearly 
correct in the rear legs being more nearly perpendicular from the hock to paster.  In dairy 
strength, she is showing us a longer bone pattern  
Three over four for the advantage she shows in her general appearance.  She is a longer 
bodied doe in her back and is longer in her rump from hips to pens.  She has an 
advantage in dairy strength being more lean in her neck and sharper in her withers.  In 
her body capacity , she is a wider doe throughout. 
Our fourth place doe is commended for her depth of body. 


